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Introduction
With the end of the Spanish-American War, the 1898 Treaty of Paris officially started the legacy of United States imperialism in the Philippines. Prior to US colonial rule, Spain controlled the islands for approximately 300 years. Despite the establishment of a government by Philippine nationalist Emilio Aguinaldo after the United States and Philippine military forces defeated the Spanish, US presence remained in the Philippines. Although a small population of Pilipino elites saw the personal socioeconomic benefits of working with US officials in the colonial government, Pilipino nationalists were once more disheartened by the inability to determine their years, which added to the already existing Philippine military bases. 4 Rather than the direct rule previously enforced over the Philippines by the United States, the presence of US servicemen stationed at US military bases such as Clark Air Base and Subic Bay Naval Base inadvertently shifted social and economic spheres of Philippine society, especially in regard to the lives of Philippine women.
During their time in the Philippines, US servicemen would enter surrounding cities such as Angeles and Olongapo for leisure in "rest and recreation" (R&R) establishments, places which changed over time to cater to their evolving social and sexual needs. These developments included hotels, bars, brothels, gambling dens, and other nightlife venues. 5 Many of these spaces offered alternative employment options to Pilipinas that would otherwise be faced with limited lower paying agricultural jobs. 6 According to sociologist Kathleen Barry, the underdevelopment of the Philippine economy was due to its exposure to warfare, which pushed women to the life of prostitution and other jobs. 7 Although an "underdeveloped" Philippine economy and warfare may have caused many women to labor as sex workers, it was not the primary form of work for most women. Jobs ranged from sexual services such as prostitution and exotic dancing to gender-oriented services that resembled traditional United States notions of women's roles. For example, Pilipinas working as waitresses and bar girls acted in a demeanor that was stereotypically feminine: subservient and dependent, qualities that were displayed in order to fulfill the desires of servicemen and make money. Although popularly seen as exploitive, these jobs did enable them to better provide for themselves through the opportunity created by the presence of US servicemen. The relationship between US servicemen and Pilipinas was one that cannot simply be defined as US men taking advantage of a poor Philippine economic situation, but rather was a form of symbiotic exploitation. In other words, both groups found benefits from the situation, despite each of them being taken advantage of in some way. These relationships created and perpetuated stereotypes based on gender, sexuality, and even nationality, that created power imbalances between the two countries.
Despite US power over the Philippine population, to say Pilipinas were simply victims of US influence risks omitting part of their history. Pilipina agency also contributed to the molding of these gender and sexual stereotypes. To make a living in these industries, a Pilipina abided by these US-preferred female characteristics in order to financially provide for herself and her The body language within the photograph reveals the power dynamics between the US servicemen and Pilipinas as well as US-Philippine relations. As the title indicates, the serviceman sits at a beach picnic table with a grin on his face while holding a Pilipina close. He appears to be enjoying himself as the dominant person in the situation with a "Filipino baby" on his lap and in his arms. At the same time, the woman appears to express discomfort. One could argue that she may have been unprepared for the photo, but her absent smile and strained facial expression suggests otherwise. Furthermore, her gaze is off to the side, which could stem from a resistance to participate and indicates a level of overall dissatisfaction with the situation. The
Pilipina's body looks awkward and tense and is supported by the serviceman's embrace, suggesting her comfort was not a priority. This photograph gives insight into the everyday interactions between US servicemen and Pilipinas, which exhibit US imperialism over the Philippines at a personal level.
The dissemination of the Pilipina exotic fantasy through music, photographs and word of mouth between US servicemen reinforced prior notions of the submissiveness and helplessness of Pilipinas that developed during the colonial era and gained strength during the second World
War. These forms of communication contributed to the already-present perceptions US servicemen held of Philippine women in R&R industries. These perceptions were based on dominant-submissive power dynamics, which were a reflection of the traditional heteronormative narrative between US men and Pilipinas. These power dichotomies prompted the early transformation of US imperialism in the post-independence Philippines to one of intercultural dominance over the Pilipinas at a community level.
The Vietnam War and Heightened Demand for Recreational Services
The increase of US servicemen in the Philippines during the Vietnam War period (1964) (1965) (1966) (1967) (1968) (1969) (1970) (1971) (1972) (1973) catalyzed the rapid growth of R&R districts, which perpetuated the exotic fantasy among servicemen by exposing larger numbers of servicemen to the image of Pilipina submission. There is an endearing tone in his poetic comment, which bears fond memories of his life in
Olongapo. It was not only the food and drinks that the Pilipina waitresses provided, but also companionship that fulfilled US servicemen's social and sexual "diets." US servicemen sought Pilipinas, music, and alcohol to fulfill their needs, and Philippine businesses found profits in providing these "commodities".
Many Pilipinas who worked in these bars portrayed themselves in ways that would persuade US servicemen to spend more of their money. Women incorporated various strategies such as dressing in very little clothing, performing in musical groups (Fig. 2) , and acting in a flirty demeanor. These strategies may be viewed in various ways. One may see Pilipinas controlled by US power, put on display for the pleasure of servicemen. A different interpretation is that Pilipina agency led these women to embrace their jobs and sexuality to deceive servicemen for their money. In other words, the US servicemen with obvious power were actually the victims of subtle manipulation by the seemingly powerless Pilipinas. Among the photographs on subicbaypi.com are numerous images of Pilipinas proudly posing while as they work. Discussions of embraced sexuality tend to be silenced and covered by the stories of exploitation of Pilipinas. The latter is a critical factor in the history of many women who worked in R&R industries after the Military Bases Agreement because it exposes the injustices that many Filipinas faced while working within these districts. However, the stories of triumph and success of the women who worked the system for their own benefit should also be acknowledged because they provide a more complete history of the experiences of these women. 
Philippine Presidents and the Pilipina Image
The Philippine presidencies of Ferdinand Marcos (1965 Marcos ( -1986 reminded US servicemen of themes that were conveyed in the latter song. The song's melody added a familiar aspect to entertainment establishments aimed to attract servicemen to a space that appeared welcoming. The imagery of sailing "the seven seas" and travelling "one thousand miles" in one day for the sake of seeing the women in Subic Bay conveyed messages of romanticized perceptions of foreign adventure and virile masculinity. 24 The second stanza objectifies Pilipinas. The lyrics connect masculinity with sexual prowess while promoting Pilipinas as commodities in the entertainment districts marketed toward US servicemen. Placing a silver dollar on the breast of a Pilipina signified the simplicity of acquiring whatever one desired, as if to say that if you have money to spend, you could purchase a wide range of services from the bars, restaurants, and especially from the women of the Philippines. This is further supported with the lyrics stating "One hundred men she laid today, but only three in a normal way." 25 The Pilipina's sexual services were touted as highly accessible and serviced, to the extent that a hundred men were able to pay for them daily. Other music similar to the Ballad of Subic Bay conveyed messages of bravery and manliness associated with control over Pilipinas; "The purpose of the two-week long police operation is to shut down the district foreverflowers, women, bars and all-an unprecedented effort to destroy Manila's international image as the "sin capital" of the Orient."
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In this US article, Pilipina entertainment workers were to be "shut down." They were viewed as criminals and needed to be eradicated with everything else associated with the Ermita entertainment district and other entertainment districts in the Philippines. Under the Aquino administration, these women were no longer viewed as economic assets by the Philippine government and were left with even fewer options to make a living.
Aquino's primary concentration on the Philippine national image instead of the well being of Pilipinas prompted Pilipina Feminist organizations' attempts to better the lives of Pilipinas on the ground level. As examples of Pilipina agency, women took it upon themselves to create women's groups such as Gabriela, Women's Education, Development, Productivity and
Research Organization (WEDPRO), and Katipunan ng Kababaihan para sa Kalayaan (KALAYAAN), which advocated for programs that would allow Pilipinas to gain skills and resources to pursue alternative employment. 31 Rather than advocating for the incarceration of Pilipina entertainment workers in hopes of changing their ways, the organizations aimed to better the lives of these women by advocating for services that could better their lives. A survey report conducted by WEDPRO and KALAYAAN stated:
Prostituted women have been denied so many things rightfully due them such as education, parental care and attention, justice for when she was abandoned with a child, battered or raped, health facilities, living wages, humane working conditions, dignity-the list is long and seemingly endless.
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The women in the two organizations argued that the well being and dignity of Pilipina entertainment workers, not the nation, were most important when improving the image of the Philippines.
The introduction of AIDS and HIV into the Philippine islands in 1987 also added to the activism of these organizations and put the US presence in the spotlight among many Pilipinos.
Philippine nationalists who desired the expulsion of the US bases blamed US servicemen presence as the cause of Philippine exposure to AIDS/HIV. 33 Enloe, Bananas, 86. 34 Rose, in person interview by author, May 2, 2015.
Recent Imperialism
The transformation of US imperialism in relation to Philippine people continues today.
While examining the various exhibits at the Wing Luke Museum within the Chinatown
International District of Seattle, one can find a long, white dress with large red postal stamps reading "fragile" and "return to sender" along the dress. 35 It is a Wal-Mart mail order bride Naval Base and Clark Air Base could potentially be reestablished. 36 With the continued struggle of the Philippine economy and a quarter of the Philippine population in poverty from overpopulation and the lack of resources to support the impoverished, it would not be surprising to see the reemergence of the bustling rest and recreation districts. 37 The potential rebirth of the
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As a first-generation college student from a low-income background, I have learned how to take advantage of resources available to me at the University of Oregon. Since my parents and extended family were not able to provide me with academic advice or much financial support, I
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